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activities of the latter lie entertained a profound and, it must be admitted, quite justifiable mistrust, and in 1290 lie expelled them all. Although a good fighting man he was without any overwhelming military genius and in the course of his career he probably lost as many battles as he gained^ but his victories were always more important than his defeats, and it was he who first realized the importance of the longbow, a weapon which was later to render our armies almost invincible.